
July 12, 2020 - Pentecost 6 
Parts of this service marked with an asterisk (*) may be led by one person. 

Invocation 
* We worship as we live, 
in the name of the Father, the Son (✝), and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Hymn  (Read or sung together) 
 (Hymn lyrics printed under CCLI Licence # 11411292) 

Many and great, O God, are your works, maker of earth and sky. 
Your hands have set the heav’ns with stars; your fingers spread the mountains and plains. 
Lo, at your word, the waters were formed; deep seas obey your voice. 

Grant unto us communion with you, O Star-abiding One. 
Come unto us, and dwell with us; with you are found the gifts of life. 
Bless us with life that has no end, eternal life with you. 

For those of you reading this on line, this hymn may be heard by clicking here -  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7tdLMHCPK5Y 

Kyrie 
Gracious Creator, your good creation cries in agony.  Open our ears to hear.  Lord, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy. 

Loving Saviour, your people lament our division, and beg for healing.  Christ, have mercy. 
 Christ, have mercy. 

Merciful Spirit, your presence inspires repentance.  May our lives show your compassion.  Lord, 
have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy. 

Prayer of the Day  (Prayer used by permission of Augsburg Fortress) 
* God is with us.  Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word.  By your Holy Spirit 
help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love,  through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 

Gospel Reading 
* The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.  Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach.  
And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen!  A sower went out to sow.  And as he 
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up.  Other seeds fell on rocky 
ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of 
soil.  But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7tdLMHCPK5Y


Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.  Other seeds fell on good 
soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.  Let anyone with ears 
listen!” 
 [Later, when he was talking with his disciples, he said,] “Hear then the parable of the sower.  
When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 
snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path.  As for what was sown 
on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a 
person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account 
of the word, that person immediately falls away.  As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one 
who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 
nothing.  But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands 
it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another 
thirty.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord. 

Reflection (From Deaconess Michelle Collins, Assistant to the Bishop of the Manitoba/Northwest 
Ontario Synod) 
* There’s a difference between building something by following the directions correctly, and 
discovering something in the process of creating.  Some things need a full and complete set of 
instructions—assembling a bicycle or fixing a machine.  But other things are best created when the 
directions are set aside and the heart and imagination of the one creating can be let loose. 
 When it comes to understanding what Jesus refers to as the Kingdom of heaven, or the 
kingdom of God, many people try to approach it like following a set of instructions.  What do I need 
to do first?  Do I need a wrench or a hammer?  How will I know if I’ve built it correctly?  We seek to 
construct the correct way of understanding and articulating how it is that God shows up in the world, 
what God is up to, and who God’s work benefits. 
 But Jesus makes it clear that understanding the kingdom of heaven is not like following 
assembly instructions.  It’s more like listening to a story over and over again, each time hearing 
something different.  It’s more like the process of planting, where you watch the beauty of creation 
happen in ways that are largely beyond your understanding.  It’s more like being in a relationship 
with someone who becomes more complex and multi-dimensional the deeper the relationship goes.  
It’s more like sitting on a hillside listening to a story and realizing that the story is not really about 
seeds and soil, but about the abundant potential of life and creation. 
 In the gospel reading today, we read the first of several stories that Jesus tells to try to 
describe or explain the kingdom.  In Matthew, these parables are all in one chapter, while in other 
gospels, these parables are interspersed with other events and activities.  But Matthew presents these 
stories all together, so while we will pick up one of them to look at it a little bit more closely, it’s 
important for us to wonder what we may discover when we look at them together. 
 LISTEN, Jesus says to the crowds, as he begins this parable.  In other places he dives right 
into the with a phrase like “the kingdom of heaven is like...”  But this story he begins with an 
invitation to listen.  Hmmm…  Already, that is an invitation to imagination.  There will be time for 
questions and analysis later… start by listening.  And he tells them a parable… which was a teaching 
technique they were familiar with, where a teacher tells a story that means something other than 
what the story was about.  So, while he tells the story of a farmer scattering seeds, the disciples at 
least realized that he was really talking about something else.  It’s so easy to get caught up in trying 



to draw clear and concise conclusions about what each part of a parable represents.  But parables 
were not meant to be clear and concise.  They were purposely intended to invite the audience into 
deeper listening and wondering. 
 In Jesus’ story about the farmer, the seeds don’t get much say in where they land.  The image 
of the sower is one who generously scatters seed in all directions.  It doesn’t even look like the sower 
takes much time to evaluate the likelihood that the seeds being sown will grow.  He goes ahead and 
throws the seeds broadly and generously.  He must know that seeds don’t grow on rocky path.  He 
must know that seeds don’t grow well in the midst of weeds.  But that doesn’t stop the farmer from 
scattering the seed anyway. 
 I can almost hear all the expert farmers in the crowd shooting their hands up and challenging 
Jesus’ story.  They would immediately see that the sower should have known better than to scatter 
the seeds in places he knew wouldn’t produce life.  But I can just as clearly see Jesus saying, 
“listen… what else might be going on in this story?” 
 Throughout the gospel accounts, we read a variety of ways that people respond to Jesus’ 
message about the kingdom of Heaven.  Some rejected the message outright.  Some listen for a bit, 
but when the teaching got challenging or they didn’t get what they wanted when they wanted it, they 
left.  Even the disciples were not always particularly receptive to what Jesus was saying, and many 
of them ran away when being associated with him became risky to them.  In fact, many of the 
disciples had multiple responses to what Jesus was saying, depending on the day and the situation.  
But Jesus kept teaching them, kept loving them, kept inviting them into a deeper listening.  He kept 
scattering the seed of life, healing, restoration, hoping that those who heard it would be ready for it 
to take root and grow in them. 
 And Jesus does the same thing for us.  Sometimes we are the rocky path, sometimes the 
weeds, every now and then we’re the good soil.  Sometimes we’re receptive to the word of the 
kingdom and it takes root in our souls, but then gets choked out by the worries of the world.  
Sometimes due to pain, tragedy or trauma the word of life and hope just can’t even find its way in, 
and gets snatched up as soon as it lands.  But every now and then, the seed takes root.  We hear the 
words of life and forgiveness declared to us and we respond through faith with love for God and 
neighbor.  But even though we are not always the good soil, Jesus the Word doesn’t give up on us.  
God the Sower keeps scattering seeds, and extending invitations to us to listen, to discover the 
kingdom that God is bringing about, and to be open to the creative mystery of life and love that has 
been planted in us. 
 Listen, Jesus said.  Don’t get caught up in judging yourself or others for the condition of the 
heart.  That’s not what it’s about.  Receive the gift of life.  Participate in the mystery of creation.  
Tend to the environment so that life has the best chance possible to thrive.  And keep listening so that 
when the word of God sneaks up on you, you detect it.  Keep listening so that when the word of God 
happens to you, you receive it.  Rest from the impulse to control and construct the perfect response.  
You won’t always get it right, and a lot of times you won’t even really understand what God is doing 
in your life.  But listen… open yourself up to the possibility that there’s something deeper, more 
profound going on within and around you, and let the seed of God’s Word take root in your life. 
 In the Lord’s prayer there is this phrase that is easy to rush past: “your kingdom come.”  In 
his explanation of this petition, Martin Luther said that “the kingdom will come whether or not we 
pray for it to.  But in this, we pray that it comes also to us.” 
 The kingdom will come whether or not we pray for it.  But in this, we pray that it comes to 
us.  The sower will scatter seeds because that’s what the sower does.  In this, we pray that the seeds 



that land in the soil of our lives and our communities will take root, will grow and will produce rich 
fruit as an abundant blessing to all. 
 When Jesus talks about the kingdom, he makes it clear that the kingdom is not something we 
find through our own efforts.  We don’t work our way into it.  We don’t pay for it or earn it.  The 
kingdom is a gift, a seed that is planted, a treasure that is discovered.  And the gift of the kingdom is 
for all—those who get it and those who don’t.  Let anyone with ears, listen, Jesus says.  Discipleship 
is the journey of being shaped and transformed by the seed of faith that is planted in us through the 
grace of God.  Growing as a disciple happens as we pray that the kingdom comes to us.  The seed 
takes root and grows in us and through us for the sake of the world. 
 If you find yourself trying to follow the instructions correctly in an effort to construct the 
most accurate understanding of what God is up to, these parables from Jesus invite you to be 
released from that pressure.  Understanding God’s kingdom is less like following a manual of 
instructions, and more like listening to stories or looking through a kaleidoscope.  Each time you 
listen, you hear something new.  Each time you turn the kaleidoscope, you see something different.  
So, this week, pick up this story of the sower who generously scatters seed without being 
preoccupied with the result, and look at it again.  Turn it to the left and to the right to rearrange the 
pieces a bit, and see what new thing emerges.  Shake it up a bit and look again.  That’s where growth 
and life happens.  The sower will keep sowing seeds.  The kingdom will come, whether or not we 
pray for it to.  In this, we pray that it takes root and grows in us. 
 Amen. 

Offerings 
We thank you for supporting our parish with your financial gifts.  Expenses continue, as you know, 
even in the middle of this pandemic shut-down.  Your consistent support is crucial to maintaining the 
ministry of this parish. 

You can continue to do this several ways: 
• All of our churches will receive offerings via mail. 
• You can make an on-line donation through the ELCIC website, secure.elcic.ca.  Include the name 

of your congregation and its location in the “Personal Message” box. 
• Zion in Lunenburg can receive on-line donations through www.canadahelps.org. 
• Both Grace and Zion have installed a secure mail slot/box on the front of their buildings, in 

which your offering envelopes may be placed whenever convenient. 

Thank you for your on-going support in these challenging times. 

Prayers of the People 
* Responding to the promise that we will be heard, we offer our prayers to God. 

[Short pause] 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places.  We pray for missionaries and 
newly planted congregations around the world.  Inspire us by their witness to the faith we share.  
God who is with us, 
 Hear our prayer. 

http://secure.elcic.ca
http://www.canadahelps.org


Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees clap their hands in praise.  We 
pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands stripped bare by 
deforestation.  Empower us to use sustainably what you have given.  God who is with us, 
 Hear our prayer. 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders.  Increase their desire for justice and equality.  We 
pray for our enemies.  Bridge the chasms that divide us, and guide authorities to a deep and lasting 
peace.  God who is with us, 
 Hear our prayer. 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need.  For those who doubt, renew faith.  For those who worry, 
provide release.  For those who struggle, ease burdens.  For those in fear, give hope. 
[Names of those who are of special concern may be offered.] 
God who is with us, 
 Hear our prayer. 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, 
that we might grow as disciples.  Replace what has been depleted.  Sustain our ministries in these 
challenging times, and deepen our relationship with our wider community.  God who is with us, 
 Hear our prayer. 

We pray this in the name of our risen and living Saviour, Jesus the Christ, who continues to teach us 
to pray, 

Lord’s Prayer  (Prayer based on the original by Dr. Neil Douglas Klotz) 
 O Cosmic Birther of all radiance and vibration!  Soften the ground of our being, and carve 
out a space within us where your presence can abide.  Fill us with your creativity so that we may be 
empowered to bear the fruit of your mission.  Let each of our actions bear fruit in accordance with 
your desire.  Endow us with the wisdom to produce and share what each being needs to grow and 
flourish.  Untie the tangled threads of destiny that bind us, as we release others from the 
entanglement of past mistakes.  Do not let us be seduced by that which would divert us from our true 
purpose, but illuminate the opportunities of the present moment.  For you are the ground and fruitful 
vision, the birth, power and fulfilment, as all is gathered and made whole once again.  Amen. 

Hymn  (Read or sung together) 
 (Hymn lyrics printed under CCLI Licence # 11411292) 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the seed of your word. 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is understood. 
When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 
When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 
When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 
Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

For those of you reading this on line, this hymn may be heard by clicking here -  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RezBJBQsEBs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RezBJBQsEBs


Benediction  (Read together) 
May almighty God, 
The Father who created us to live in love, 
The Son (✝) who died and rose to bring us new life, 
And the Spirit who plants life within us, 
bless us all, now and forever.  Amen. 

Go in peace.  Growing in faith. 
Thanks be to God! 


